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thdy - E-£48 K F David M. Lampton #4872 %

Colleagues:

Ren Donglai taught at the Hopkins-Nanjing Center from nearly the institution's start. Cherished
by all the students | ever met at HNC over his many years there, he had an infectious laugh and a
curiosity that led him to undertake in-depth archival research in the United States to try to
understand the implications of a presidential system as well as a rule of law system energized and
overseen by a powerful and independent court system. It was in recognition of his research, the
contributions this research made at home and abroad, not to mention his student legacy, that Johns
Hopkins recently inducted Donglai into the Hopkins "Society of Scholars.” This was recognition of
all that he achieved and the pride that Johns Hopkins as an entire university had in its association
with him. This honor was presented to him in the last days of his life. We all have lost a colleague,
many of us a friend, and productive U.S.-China relations has lost an ally.

With respect, David M. Lampton/Mike

TR FRREHIZZT R

This is indeed an immense sadness to us as Donglai’s friends and colleagues. It is a huge loss
to the fields of international relations and American studies in China. My last communication with
him was about one month ago in middle March when 1 visited Nanjing. He emailed me that he was
in hospital and not convenient for meetings. He then kindly connected me with his other colleagues
in Nanjing University for a visit. From his colleagues I discovered the seriousness of his illness. But
I still hoped he would get better and could meet him in my next trip.... This is truly shocking and
devastating. X —/A~3&FF-#1! Wish we all keep well and work hard when we still can continue
Donglai’s endeavor of promoting mutual understanding and maintaining peace between the
American people and the Chinese people.

S.

Suisheng (Sam) Zhao (&#&4 ), Professor

Editor, Journal of Contemporary China (Impact Factor: 0.677)
Director, Center for China-US Cooperation

Josef Korbel School of International Studies

University of Denver
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F £ XL F BT £ F4E William F. Rope "8

Dear Madame Wu and Ren Wanjie,

My wife Priscilla and | were greatly distressed to learn today of the passing of your hushand
and father, Professor Ren Dong Lai. Our grief is great, and | know how immense his loss must be
for the two of you. His death is also a great loss to the Hopkins-Nanjing Center, to Johns Hopkins
and Nanjing University, and to the world of Sino-U.S. relations. Personally, | mourn the passing of a
vibrant, warm, outgoing, and wonderful friend. Please accept our sincere condolences.

Ren Donglai was as fine a scholar of Chinese-American relations as | have known. His
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enthusiasm for the subject was contagious, and his knowledge was deep. His eye for important
details essential to a true understanding of the interactions of the Chinese and American
governments and peoples was keen. As one who participated in some of those interactions as a State
Department official in the 1970’s and 1980°s, | loved our many opportunities to exchange views
during my year at Hopkins-Nanjing. | loved seeing his bright eyes and smiling face and hearing the
ideas that flowed from his lively, inquisitive mind. He was a serious and conscientious scholar; and
as a teacher and lecturer he was superb. So many students benefited from his wisdom and teaching!
So many more would have done so had he been able to live a longer and even fuller life!

No doubt you will hear similar sentiments from many who attend his memorial service and
will hear more from his former students and colleagues as the days go by. | hope this, and the
knowledge that he served his country well by contributing so much to the Sino-U.S. relationship,
will be of some comfort as you undergo the difficult adjustment to his passing. | wish we could join
you Saturday to hear all that will be said. 1 am at least happy that my wife and | were able to see
Ren Donglai again — in very fine form — when we attended the Hopkins-Nanjing 25th Anniversary
Celebration last June.

Many of us in America who were lucky enough to know your hushand and father will think of
him often and carry him in our hearts, as will you and so many others in China. Should either of you
plan to visit Washington in the future, please contact us. We would love to extend hospitality to you
and have you stay as guests in our home. In the meantime, please accept, again, our deepest
sympathies.

Sincerely,
William F. Rope
American Co-Director
Hopkins-Nanjing Center, 1995-1996

BRXEFENRHERZTH

Dear staff/colleagues of the Nanjing-JHU Center,

It is with shock and great sadness that | received news that Professor REN Donglai has just
passed away. Please forward my deep condolence to his family.

I first met Donglai in 1987 when | was doing my MA thesis research on Kissinger. | came to
the Center to do research and met him there. Many years later, | visited the Center again, when |

was working at the Monterey Institute of International Studies in California. 1 have followed his
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work with great interest and have regarded him one of the finest America scholar in his generation.
This is a great loss to Nanda, to the Center, and to the US-China academic communities. He will be
missed.
May Professor Ren rest in peace.
Sincerely,
Jingdong YUAN
JINGDONG YUAN, Ph.D | Associate Professor & Acting Director
Centre for International Security Studies | School of Social and Political Sciences
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

FERIAFSFEALHEZH

My first class with Professor Ren Donglai was at 8: 00am on a Tuesday during shopping week.
The class, The American Supreme Court, seemed like a strange choice to take in Chinese, but | was
curious and it worked with my schedule and I’m something of a morning person. There was a total
of 5 bleary-eyed students in the classroom and at the time | was pretty unsure of my Chinese.
Within minutes of Professor Ren Donglai beginning his lecture, | was certain that signing up for the
course was anything but a mistake. His enthusiasm, passion, and understanding of not only the
Supreme Court, but every related thread were palpable. His insistence on making every class
member speak and answer his questions did more for my Chinese and my confidence in it than all
the hours | had spent with my copy of the New Practical Chinese Reader. In short, Professor Ren
Donglai changed my experience at the Hopkins-Nanjing Center in remarkable ways. Without
having taken his class, | would have said that my time at the Hopkins-Nanjing Center was great.
Having had the privilege of taking two of his courses, | can say that my time at the
Hopkins-Nanjing Center was nothing short of extraordinary. Classmates and | still remark about
Professor Ren Donglai’s optimism, wit, and excitement for just about everything. It was such an
honor to have had him agree to serve as my thesis advisor, and though his illness made our contact
briefer than | would have liked and electronic rather than allowing me to appear in his office in
person, his sage advice, worthy criticism, and undiluted warmth shaped my thesis into something of
which | could be proud.

The Hopkins-Nanjing Center has lost a pillar and the world has lost a friend. Professor Ren

Donglai inspired countless HNC students and me to greatness, to confidence, and to recall what it
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was like to have had that childlike sense of wonder of learning; a spark we all still possess deep
down. I thank him for that. May he live in on our memory forever.
Sean Ages

¥ &AL F $F A Sarah Stern 72 %

Dear family of Ren Donglai,

I want to express my deepest sympathy for your loss and reiterate what you already know, that
Ren Laoshi was a great man and will be terribly missed by everyone who has attended HNC. | took
Ren Laoshi's class on Sino-US relations in the fall of 2011 and it was by far my favorite class, and
Ren Laoshi my favorite professor. | know that many students felt the same way. He had so much
energy and enthusiasm for the subject matter, and was so genuinely excited to teach us that we
couldn't help but be excited too. | will always picture him as he was every day in class:
gesticulating wildly and talking at rapid speed about # 3£ < %, barely even pausing his speech to
take a drink of his ever-present green tea. And he was always smiling, which | loved. Everyone at
HNC will miss Ren Donglai and will remember him as the wonderful professor and friend that he
was to us all. | hope you are able to find joy in your memories and the fact that he will never be

forgotten.

Sincerely,
Sarah Stern
HNC 2012

¥ £ AL BT £ 4 Dan Wright 75 &

To the Family of Professor Ren Donglai:

| write to share my deepest condolences.

Professor Ren was a wonderful man, a great scholar, a fabulous teacher, and a good friend of
China and America.

I have wonderful memories of Professor Ren's enthusiastic building of the Hopkins-Nanjing
Center community, over now many years.

I thank God for his life and for his contribution to better understanding between the people of
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China and the United States.
For now, | know the pain of his passing must be deep. We share your pain. We join you in

deepest sympathy and heart-felt gratefulness for his life.

Sincerely,

Dan Wright

Hopkins-Nanjing Center student, 1993-1994
Hopkins-Nanjing Executive Director, 1999-2003

£¥HHeBLRioEmi

Dear Wu Yun and Ren Wanjie,

il

&

I am deeply saddened by the news about the passing of your beloved husband and father, Ren
Donglai. I join you, your extended families, and HNC friends in morning the huge loss we are all
experiencing.

May it be of comfort that his memory will live on! He was not only a kind, gentle, and
genuine human being but also a brilliant scholar, mentor and friend who touched the lives of many,
and contributed to better understanding of US-China relations.

Please know you are not far from my thoughts and prayers and will be joining you in spirit at

his memorial.

With deepest sympathy,

Gloria Gonzalez-Micklin

Gloria Gonzalez-Micklin & i 7
Director, Programs

US-China Business Council

1818 N Street, NW Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036
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Emory X% Holli A. Semetko "= &

Dear Wu Yun, dear Yun,

I want to express my deepest sympathy to you and your daughter and your extended family on
the passing of your husband Ren Donglai. | wish | could be there with you all today at his funeral.

I was so very sorry to learn from Changsheng that he passed away recently. | had not been
aware that he was ill and |1 am so sorry that | was not in touch earlier with you and your

family. The last year must have been very difficult for all of you.
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We hosted Donglai to speak at Emory a few years ago as the first speaker sponsored by the
Emory-Nanjing Partnership. He made a great impression on everyone he met. He was such an
inspirational person and a great storyteller. And he was a great friend of the people of the U.S. His
best selling Chinese book on the individual stories behind the top ten U.S. Supreme Court cases of
the 20th century also contributed to strengthening China-US relations, in my view, by inspiring
readers to think about improving the judicial system and the rule of law in both countries.

We are all so fortunate to have had Ren Donglai in our lives. His vision, his laughter and his
optimism will remain an inspiration to all of us.

When you are visiting the U.S. | hope you will let me know. You and your daughter are most
welcome to visit me and my daughters (Miriam is 15 now and Sophia is 11). We would welcome

you both to stay at our home if you have the chance to visit Atlanta.

Wishing you strength at this most difficult time.

Warm wishes,

Holli

Holli A. Semetko, Ph.D.

Asa Griggs Candler Professor of Media & International Affairs
Professor of Political Science

Emory University
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£ B4 ¥ K Brian VanDeMark #3877 %

Dear Wu Yun and Ren Wanjie,

I write to share my deep and sincere condolences with you upon learning of the death of your
beloved husband and father, Ren Donglai.

Ren Donglai was exceptionally kind and thoughtful to me and my family during the year |
taught at the Hopkins-Nanjing Center from August 1999 to June 2000.

Of all the Chinese faculty at the Center, he reached out to me the most--a gesture that | deeply
appreciated then and now, all these years later.

He expressed great sensitivity and thoughtfulness toward me as a visiting American faculty
member and made me feel genuinely welcome. | could never repay such a priceless gift.

I particularly remember the wonderful day our two families spent together on a bus tour that
included a visit to the former U.S. embassy on Langya Road in Gulou and a tree-planting ceremony
in the countryside outside of Nanjing. | like to think the tree | planted that day has grown big and
strong as a living symbol of the friendship that Ren Donglai and | formed in 1999-2000.

Your husbhand and father was an exceptional man. He will remain in my memory forever.

Best wishes always,
Brian VanDeMark

£ B Dayton X% Margaret Karns #4422 %

Dear Wu Yun and Wendy;,

I was deeply saddened to receive the news last week of Ren Donglai's passing at such a young
age. How well | remember our time together during my year at the Hopkins-Nanjing Center
(1995-96), our many conversations, and also meeting both of you. | remember him leading the tour
of the Nanjing Massacre Museum in the fall and a "farewell" meal we had in the spring, then
walking along part of the old wall with all of you. Donglai was such an energetic, curious, and
hardworking colleague. His hopes for creating an international studies program at Nanda led to
quite a few conversations about such programs as well as about international relations and
US-China relations more generally. Am | correct in my vague memory, Wu Yun, that Donglai
actually visited me in Dayton, OH a year or two after | was in Nanjing when he was exploring

international studies programs?
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I wish | could have attended the 25th anniversary celebration of the Center's creation last year
for it would have afforded the opportunity to renew my relationship with Donglai. | have thought
many times of him and all that he gave to Nanda and the Center over the years as well as to those of
us non-Chinese who got to know him during our time in Nanjing. His passing leaves a large hole
in the Center's faculty as well as in your lives. Please accept my deepest sympathies at your loss
and my hope that others' tributes to Donglai's accomplishments will convey to you how much he

will be missed by many people.

Sincerely yours,

Peggy Karns

Dr. Margaret Karns

Professor of International Relations at the Hopkins-Nanjing
Center, 1995-1996 and

Professor Emerita of Political Science

University of Dayton

Dayton, OH USA
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A& 11H #4842k Michael Devine Xar=s &

Dear Wu Yun,

Maija and I were terribly saddened to learn from the Hopkins-Nanjing Center of the loss of our
good friend D.L. You and Wendy have our most profound sympathy. We know how
much DL meant to both of you, and we can't imagine how difficult it must be for you and Wendy to
be without such a loving husband and father. Every time we were with you, it was so clear to us
that DL loved you both and cherished every minute he spent with you.

Please excuse this electronic message of condolences. I'm sorry to be sending this via
e-mail. It seems so impersonal. | wanted to write something and send it by a more traditional
method, but all options seemed too complicated.

Maija is in Korea on her book tour, and | am attaching to this e-mail a poem Maija wrote and
sent me about DL and our happy memories of him. DL is someone we will never forget and we
will always remember him with great fondness.

Please let us know if there is anything we can do for you or Wendy, especially when you visit
the U.S. We are anxious to know how you are doing and about Wendy's plans beyond Grinnell. |

hope we will always be able to stay in touch.
With deepest sympathy,

Sincerely,

Michael and Maija
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